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OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 

The Fourth International American Conference. General 
Record of Proceedings. 1 

(Approved and signed by the delegates.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, which was formally 
opened on the 12th of July, 1910, in the city of Buenos Aires, discussed 
and adopted the following motions, resolutions, and conventions: 

motion (July 12, 1910). 

(Concerning Honorary Presidents.) 

The Fourth International American Conference resolves: 

That their Excellencies, Dr. Victorino de la Plaza and Philander 

C. Knox, respectively Minister of Foreign Relations of the Argentine 

Republic and Secretary of State of the American Union, be appointed 

Honorary Chairmen of the Fourth International American Conference. 

motion (July 14, 1910). 

That the members of the Fourth International American Conference 
rise as a token of respect to the deceased delegates to the previous 
conference. 

motion (July 14, 1910). 

That the Fourth International American Conference express the deep 
regret of the countries therein represented for the loss which America 
has sustained by the death of the illustrious Brazilian statesman, Mr. 
Joaqtjim Nabuco, Chairman of the Third International American Con- 
ference, which was held at Rio de Janeiro. 

motion (July 14, 1910). 

The Fourth International American Conference hereby expresses a 
tribute of deep respect for the high attainments and great virtues of 
the illustrious Argentinan, Mr. Bmilio Mitre. 

i Reprinted from the Bulletin of the Pan American Union, November, 1910. 
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motion (July 14, 1910). 

That the members of the Fourth International American Conference 
rise as a token of sympathy for France, and that the chairman of the 
conference send a cable to the President of that country worded as 
follows : 

The delegates of the nations of America assembled in the Conference of Buenos 
Aires present to Your Excellency their respects in this glorious anniversary of 
the great Republic of Europe. 

MOTION (July 14, 1910). 

The Fourth International American Conference hereby resolves to 
send by cable to the President of the sister Bepublic of Costa Rica an ex- 
pression of sympathy and condolence for the recent earthquake which 
destroyed the city of Cartago. 

resolution (July 14, 1910). 
(Amendment to article six of the Eegulations.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

To amend article six of its Eegulations as follows: 

Article 6. The Fourth International American Conference shall have 
the following committees: 

1) To consider Subject I (Eegulations and Credentials), 5 members. 

2) To consider Subjects II, V, XIII, and XIV, 7 members. 

3) To consider Subject III, 1 member for each delegation. 

4) To consider Subject IV, 1 member for each delegation. 

5) To consider Subject VI, 1 member for each delegation. 

6) To consider Subject VII, 7 members. 

7) To consider Subject VIII, 1 -member for each delegation. 

8) To consider Subject IX, 1 member for each delegation. 

9) To consider a convention for the American Eepublics relating to 
patents of invention and trade-marks, 7 members. 

10) To consider a convention for the American Republics relating 
to the copyright law and Subject XII, 7 members. 

11) To consider Subject XI, 7 members. 

12) To consider Subject XV, 1 member for each delegation. 

13) Publications, 5 members. 

14) General welfare, 5 members. 
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motion (July 20, 1910). 

The Fourth International American Conference authorizes the Chair- 
man to forward at once to the committees the decisions, reports, and 
other documents, the secretary's office reserving the right to request the 
return of the same when necessary. 

motion (July 20, 1910). 

(Commemoration of the centennial of the independence of the Republic of 

Colombia.) 

That the Chairman of the Fourth International American Conference 
send greetings by cable to the Government of Colombia upon the cele- 
bration of the first centennial of its independence and that the delegates 
shall rise in honor of our sister Republic. 

motion (July 20, 1910). 
The Fourth International American Conference invites the Senators 
and Representatives of the Argentine Republic to attend its sessions and 
authorizes the Chair to extend this invitation also to such others persons 
as he may deem expendient. 

motion (July 28, 1910). 

(Commemoration of the independence of Peru.) 

That the Fourth International American Conference send greetings, 

through its Chairman, to the Republic of Peru upon the anniversary of 

its independence, and that the members of the Conference will rise in 

honor of said country. 

resolution (August 4, 1910). 
(Powers of the delegates.) 
The Fourth International American Conference, assembled in Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

That the full power of each delegate as a competent envoy to take part 
in the Conference and to sign treaties and conventions as representatives 
of the respective Governments attending this Conference has been duly 
verified. 

EESOLUTION (August 4, 1910). 
(Credentials of Mr. Alvakez,. delegate from Chile.) 
The Fourth International American Conference adds the name of Mr. 
Alejandro Alvarez to the list of the delegation of the Republic of Chile. 
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RESOLUTION (August 4, 1910). 
(Commemoration of the independence of the American Republics.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

That with the concurrence and active collaboration of the American 
nations, there be erected in the city of Buenos Aires a suitable building 
in which the products of their soil and industries shall be permanently 
exhibited, to be called the " Pan American Products Exhibition." 

That the Independence of the American Republics be commemorated 
by the publication of an artistic book in which the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence of each one of the countries shall be reproduced in facsimile, 
together with a historical summary of the great events commemorated 
and the portraits of the leaders in the cause of emancipation. 

In order to carry out these works and to solicit from the several Gov- 
ernments the necessary aid for their completion and maintenance, a 
council shall be formed in the city of Buenos Aires consisting of the 
diplomatic representatives of the American Rerjublics accredited to the 
Argentine Government and the Argentine Pan American Commission. 
Those Republics having no diplomatic representatives accredited in 
Buenos Aires may, nevertheless, be represented on the council. 

That the Pan American Committees of the respective countries be 
asked to colloborate with this council in Buenos Aires toward the due 
and speedy realization of these objects. 

RESOLUTION (August 4, 1910). 

(Tribute to Mr. Andrew Carnegie.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

First. The Fourth International American Conference declares that 
Mr. Andrew Carnegie deserves the gratitude of the American Republics. 

Second. The Union of the American Republics, on behalf of the Gov- 
ernments therein represented, shall have a gold medal struck bearing 
these inscriptions in English : On the obverse " The American Republics 
to Andrew Carnegie," and on the reverse " Benefactor of Humanity." 

Third. That the medal referred to in article 2 hereof, together with 
a copy of this resolution and of the documents thereto relating, shall be 
presented to Mr. Andrew Carnegie at a special session of the Govern- 
ing Board of the Union. 
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RESOLUTION (August 4, 1910). 
(International Scientific Congress held in Santiago de Chile.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

First. That the executive of the Conference address the Government 
of Chile, informing it that in all the Republics was viewed with singular 
pleasure its action in assembling in the city of Santiago of Chile a 
scientific congress, and the results thereof. 

Second. That the Governments represented be informed that the Con- 
ference would consider convenient the meeting of like assemblies as re- 
ferred to in the section above, to be held in the American cities hereafter 
to be designated. 

RESOLUTION (August 4, 1910). 
(Commemoration of the opening of the Panama Canal.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

To refer the manner in which the opening of the Panama Canal shall 
be celebrated to the Governing Board of the Union of American Ee- 
publics, in the city of Washington. 

motion (August 10, 1910). 
(Ecuador's commemoration.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves : 

That the Chairman of the Fourth International American Conference 
send greetings in behalf of the latter to the Government of Ecuador, as 
a tribute upon the centennial of her national independence, and that the 
delegates kindly rise as a mark of respect to said Republic. 

motion (August 10, 1910). 
(The Honorary Chairman of the Conference.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, through its Chair- 
man, addresses a message of congratulation to His Excellency Don 
Carlos Rodriguez Larreta, member of the Argentine delegation, upon 
his appointment as Minister of Foreign Relations, and elects him Hon- 
orary Chairman of the Conference. 
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motion (August 10, 1910). 
(The Honorary Chairman of the Conference.) 

The Fourth International American Conference does not accept the 
resignation of Honorary President of the Conference presented by Dr. 
Victoeino de la Plaza, ex-Minister of Foreign Relations of the Argen- 
tine Republic. 

RESOLUTION (August 10, 1910). 
(Credentials of the delegate from Brazil, Mr. Joaquim Duarte Muetinho.) 

The Fourth International American Conference resolves: 
That to the list of the delegation from Brazil be added the name of 
its president and delegate, Mr. Joaquim Duarte Murtinho. 

motion (August 10, 1910). 

The Fourth International American Conference takes a recess in order 
that the delegates may attend the ceremony of taking the oath of office 
as Minister of Foreign Relations by Dr. Carlos Rodriguez Larreta. 

RESOLUTION (August 10, 1010). 
(Memorials and reports.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

To recommend to the Governments therein represented : 

(1) That there be sent through the Ministries of Foreign Relations 
all the reports presented at this Conference to each of the Pan American 
Committees and to the International Bureau of the American Republics 
for such use as they may deem advisable. 

(2) That inasmuch as reports are very useful, the Governments shall 
be specially requested to present them at the future Conferences, and, to 
the end that they be more carefully studied, they should be sent three 
months in advance to the International Bureau of the American Re- 
publics to be printed, in order that they may be distributed on the day 
of the opening of the Conference. 

(3) That the usefulness of the Pan American Committees having 
been fully demonstrated in the countries where they have been created, 
and in view of the importance of establishing them in the countries that 
have not done so, the latter shall be requested to create them as soon as 
possible, notifying at once the aforesaid Bureau. 
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(4) To request also of the Governments the compliance with the reso- 
lutions of the Third Conference concerning natural resources, monetary 
system, and commerce, the offices of the respective countries having the 
right to send directly to the International Bureau in Washington its 
reports, yearbooks, data, and all kinds of publications relating to those 
matters. 

(5) That in order to facilitate the delivery of the ratification of the 
conventions and to expedite their exchange and publication, in addition 
to the ratification copy sent to the Ministry of Foreign Eelations of the 
country where the Conference is held, another copy shall be sent, as a 
means of information, to the International Bureau of the American 
Republics, and a like procedure shall be taken with regard to the ad- 
herence of the nations which have not already signed the same. 

RESOLUTION (August 11, 1910). 
(Reorganization of the "Union of American Republics.") 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires resolves : 

Article I. To maintain under the name of " Union of American Re- 
publics " the International Union created by the First and confirmed by 
the Second and Third Conferences, and under the name of " Pan Ameri- 
can Union," the institution serving as its agent and having its seat in 
the building of the American Republics in the city of Washington, D. C. 

The purposes of the Pan American Union are the following: 

1. To compile and distribute commercial information and prepare 
commercial reports : 

2. To compile and classify information respecting the treaties and 
conventions between the American Republics and between these and other 
States, and respecting their legislation in force. 

3. To supply information on educational matters. 

4. To prepare reports on questions assigned to it by resolutions of the 
International American Conferences. 

5. To assist in obtaining the ratification of the resolutions and con- 
ventions adopted by the Conferences. 

6. To carry into effect all resolutions the execution of which may have 
been assigned or may hereafter be assigned to it by the Internatonal 
American Conferences. 

7. To act as a permanent committee of the International American 
Conferences, recommending topics to be included in the programme of 
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the next Conference. These subjects must be communicated to the 
various Governments forming the Union at least six months before the 
date of the meeting of the next Conference. 

8. To submit within the same period a report to the various Govern- 
ments on the work of the Pan American Union during the term covered 
since the meeting of the last Conference, and also special reports on any 
matter which may have been referred to it for report. 

9. To keep the records of the International American Conferences. 

Aet. II. The control of the Pan American Union is vested in a govern- 
ing board consisting of the diplomatic representatives of all the Govern- 
ments of said Eepublics accredited to the Government of the United 
States of America and the Secretary of State of the United States, upon 
whom the American Eepublics have conferred the chairmanship of the 
governing board. 

Art. III. Any diplomatic representative unable to attend the meet- 
ings of the board may transmit his vote, stating his reason therefor in 
writing. A representation by proxy is prohibited. 

Any Republic having no representative accredited before the Govern- 
ment of the United States of America may designate a member of the 
governing board to represent said Eepublic in the Union of American 
Eepublics, and in this case said representative shall have a vote for each 
country represented. 

Aet. IV. The governing board shall hold a regular meeting the first 
Wednesday of every month, excepting the months of June, July, and 
August, and special meetings at the call of the chairman, issued on his 
own initiative or at the request of two members of the board. 

The attendance of five members at any regular or special meeting 
shall be sufficient to permit the board to proceed with the transaction 
of business. 

Art. V. In the absence of the Secretary of State of the United States 
of America the meetings of the governing board shall be presided over 
by one of the diplomatic representatives in Washington then present by 
order of rank and seniority and with the title of vice-chairman. 

Art. VI. At the regular meeting to be held in November the govern- 
ing board shall fix by lot the order of precedence among all the represen- 
tatives of the American Eepublics forming the Union in order to create 
a supervisory committee. The first four on this list and the Secretary 
of State of the United States of America shall constitute the first super- 
visory committee, and the four members of the committee shall be 
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replaced by turn, one every year, so that the committee will be totally 
renewed in four years. The outgoing members shall always be replaced 
by those following on the list, the same method being observed in the 
event of resignation. 

The Secretary of State of the United States of America shall always 
be the chairman of the committee. 

The supervisory committee shall hold their regular meetings the first 
Monday of every month, and three members shall be sufficient to con- 
stitute a quorum. 

Art. VII. There shall be a Director-General, appointed by the govern- 
ing board, and an assistant director, who shall also discharge the duties 
of secretary of the governing board. 

Art. VIII. The Director-General shall have charge of the adminis- 
tration of the Pan American Union, in accordance with these funda- 
mental rules, the regulations, and the resolutions of the governing board. 

He shall have charge of the correspondence with the Governments 
of the Union through their diplomatic representatives in Washington, 
or directly in the absence of such representatives, and with the Pan 
American committees. He must attend in an advisory capacity the 
meetings of the governing board, of the committees, and of the American 
International Conferences, except in the case of resolution to the contrary. 

Art. IX. The personnel of the Pan American Union, the number of 
employees, their appointment, duties, and all matters pertaining thereto, 
shall be determined by the regulations. 

Art. X. There shall be in the capital of each of the Eepublics of this 
Union a Pan American committee respsonsible to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, consisting, if possible, of persons who have been delegates to some 
International American Conference, their duties being: 

(a) To obtain the approval of the resolutions adopted by these 
conferences. 

(&) To furnish promptly to the Pan American Union all the accurate 
data needed for the preparation of its work. 

(c) To submit on its own initiative any projects it may deem proper 
to foster the interests of the Union, and to exercise such further functions 
as the respective Governments may deem proper. 

These committees shall correspond with the Pan American Union 
either directly or through the diplomatic representatives in Washington. 

Bach Government represented in the Union is entitled to send to the 
Pan American Union, at its own expense, a special agent representing 
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the respective Pan American committee, to furnish such data and reports 
as may be requested of him, and at the same time to obtain any informa- 
tion that his Government may require. 

Art. XI. The Director-General of the Pan American Union shall 
submit at the regular meeting in November a detailed budget of the 
expenses for the following year. This budget, after approval by the 
governing board, shall be transmitted to the various signatory Govern- 
ments with a statement of the annual quotas which they are to con- 
tribute, these quotas being fixed in proportion to the population of each 
country. 

Art. XII. The Pan American Union shall issue such publications 
as the governing board may determine, and shall publish a bulletin at 
least once a month. 

All geographical maps published by the Pan American Union shall 
bear a statement thereon that they do not constitute documents approved 
by the Government of the country to which they apply, nor by the Gov- 
ernments of the countries whose boundaries appear thereon, unless the 
former and the latter Governments shall have expressly given their 
approval, which shall in such case also be stated on the map. An iden- 
tical statement shall be made on the publications of the Union save 
those of an official nature. 

All these publications, with the exception of those determined by the 
governing board, shall be distributed gratuitously. 

Art. XIII. In order to insure the greatest possible accuracy in the 
publications of the Pan American Union, each of the signatory States 
shall transmit directly to the Union two copies of all official documents 
or publications relating to matters connected with the purposes of the 
Union, and with the same object they shall also send one copy to each of 
the Pan American committees. 

Art. XIV. All correspondence and publications of the Pan American 
Union shall be carried free of charge by the mails of the American 
Eepublics. 

Art. XV. The Pan American Union shall be governed by the regula- 
tions prepared by the governing board in accordance with these statutes. 

Art. XVI. The American Eepublics bind themselves to continue to 
support the Pan American Union for a term of ten years from this 
date and to pay annually into the treasury of the Pan American Union 
their respective quotas. Any of the Eepublics may cease to belong to 
the Union of American Eepublics upon notice to the governing board 
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two years in advance. The Pan American Union shall continue for 
successive terms of ten years unless twelve months before the expiration 
of such term a majority of members of the Union shall have given official 
notice through the Secretary of State of the United States of America 
of the desire to withdraw therefrom on the expiration of the term. 

Art. XVII. All other rules and regulations contrary to the present 
resolution are hereby repealed. 

RESOLUTIONS (August 11, 1910). 
(The Pan American Railroad.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled in Buenos 
Aires, resolves : 

(1) To extend the existence, together with all its powers, of the Com- 
mittee of the Pan American Eailroad in Washington, to which, because 
of the important services it has rendered, the conference hereby expresses 
its acknowledgments. 

(2) The resolutions adopted by the Third Pan American Conference 
on this same point are hereby confirmed. 

(3) Taking into consideration the great moral and material signifi- 
cance involved in the carrying out of such an important work, the con- 
ference recommends to the permanent Committee of the Pan American 
Railroad in Washington that, as soon as possible, it shall gather together 
all the studies and technical and financial data necessary for the prepara- 
tion of a final plan and estimate for the construction of said work; 
requests the countries interested in the execution thereof to adopt and 
to communicate to the permanent Committee of the Pan American 
Railroad the most efficient measures concerning the guaranties or sub- 
sidies they are able to offer in order to facilitate the execution of this 
great common aspiration so that said committee, in view of these com- 
munications, may propose a practical method of solving this problem 
which, if it were entrusted to the isolated action of some of the countries 
specially interested therein, it would be impossible to carry out, or would 
at least be done at a very remote date. 

CONVENTION (August 11, 1910). 
(The rights of literary and artistic property.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled in Buenos 
Aires, resolves : 
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Article 1. The signatory States recognize and protect the rights of 
literary and artistic property in conformity with the stipulations of the 
present convention. 

Art. 2. By " literary and artistic works " is meant the books, articles, 
pamphlets of all kinds — whatever may be the subject they deal with, 
and whatever be the number of the pages thereof — dramatic or musical 
works; those of a choregraphic character, musical compositions with or 
without words; drawings, paintings, sculptures, and engravings; photo- 
graphic works, astronomical or geographical spheres; plans, sketches 
or plastic works relating to geography, geology or topography, architec- 
ture or any science; and, finally, they also comprise every production 
that can be published by any printing or reproducing process. 

Art. 3. The recognition of the right of property obtained in a State, 
in conformity with its laws, shall fully and legally have its effects in 
the other States, without the necessity of complying with any other 
formality, provided there shall appear in the work any statement showing 
the reservation of the property. 

Art. 4. The right of property of a literary or artistic work includes 
for its author or successors the exclusive right to dispose of the same, 
to publish it, to sell it, translate it, or authorize the translation of it, 
and to reproduce it in any form either in its entirety or partially. 

Art. 5. The following shall be regarded as the author of a protected 
work, except when proofs to the contrary are produced. He whose 
known name or pseudonym shall be expressed therein, and, consequently, 
the action brought by the author or his representative against plagiarists 
or infringers shall be admitted before the courts of the several signatory 
countries. 

Art. 6. Authors or their successors, whether resident or foreign, shall 
enjoy, in the signatory States, the rights granted by the respective laws, 
but said rights shall not exceed the period of protection granted in the 
country of origin. 

In the case of works consisting of several volumes which are not pub- 
lished together, as well as in the case of bulletins, serial or periodical 
publications, the term of the right of property shall commence to count 
with regard to each volume, bulletin, serial or periodical publication, 
from the respective date of its publication. 

Art. 7. The following shall be regarded as the country of origin of 
a work; that in which it was first published in America, and, in case 
said publication has been simultaneously made in several of the signa- 
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tory countries, then it shall be the one which shall fix the shortest term 
of protection. 

Art. 8. Any work that did not obtain its literary property from the 
beginning shall not acquire the same in its subsequent editions. 

Art. 9. Authorized translations shall be protected in the same manner 
as original works. 

The translators of works in which there is no guaranteed property 
or in which the same has expired, shall have the right to obtain — in so 
far as the translations thereof are concerned — the right of property 
specified in article 3, but they shall not be able to prevent the publication 
of other translations of the work. 

Art. 10. The speeches delivered or read in deliberating assemblies, 
before the courts of justice, or in pubic meetings may be published in 
the newspapers without any authorization whatever, this right being 
subject to the provisions of the internal laws of each State concerning 
the matter. 

Art. 11. Literary, scientific, or artistic works, whatever may be the 
subject thereof, published in newspapers or reviews of any of the coun- 
tries of the Union, shall not be reproduced in the other countries with- 
out the previous consent of the authors. With the exception of the 
aforesaid works, any newspaper article may be reproduced by others, 
if this has not been expressly prohibited, and, in any event, the source 
from which said article has been obtained should be duly cited. 

Such miscellaneous newspaper news which represent merely press 
reports shall not enjoy the protection of this convention. 

Art. 12. The reproduction of fragments of literary or artistic works 
in publications for educational purposes or chrestomathy, does not confer 
any right of property, and, consequently, can be made freely in all the 
signatory countries. 

Art. 13. For the purposes of civil responsibility indirect appropria- 
tions, not authorized, of a literary or artistic work not representing the 
character of the original work, shall be considered unlawful reproductions. 

The reproduction, in whatever form, of an entire work or of the 
greater part thereof, accompanied by notes or comments, on the pretext 
of literary criticism, or as extension or complement of said work, shall 
also be considered as unlawful. 

Art. 14. Every plagiarized work may be seized in the signatory coun- 
tries wherein the original work has a right to be legally protected, this 
right being without prejudice to such indemnities or punishment as the 
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plagiarists may incur, in accordance with the laws of the country where 
the fraud has been committed. 

Art. 15. Each of the Governments of the signatory countries shall 
preserve the right to permit, guard, or prohibit the circulation, repre- 
sentation, or exhibition of such works or reproductions concerning which 
its constituted authorities would have to exercise the aforesaid right. 

Art. 16. The present convention shall commence to be in force among 
such signatory States as ratify the same, three months after its ratifica- 
tion shall be communicated to the Argentine Government and shall 
remain in force among all of them until a year after the date of 
denouncement. 

This denouncement shall be communicated to the Argentine Govern- 
ment and shall have no effect except with regard to the country making 
the same. 

RESOLUTION (August 11, 1910). 
(Proposed convention for the reorganization of the Pan American Union.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled in Buenos 
Aires, resolves : 

Whereas a proposal has been submitted to the consideration of the 
conference for the permanent organization of the Pan American Union 
by a convention, be it resolved : 

To recommend to the Governments of the American Eepublics the 
consideration of the expediency of securing the further development 
and permanent existence of the Pan American Union, by means of a 
convention in accordance with the following proposed bases: 

PROPOSED CONVENTION. 

The Governments of the United States of America, Argentina, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Bica, Cuba, the Dominican Bepublic, 
Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Salvador, Uruguay, and Venezuela, desirious of estab- 
lishing on a permanent basis the Pan American Union created by the 
First International Conference of American States and confirmed by 
the Second, Third, and Fourth Conferences, hereby resolve to conclude 
a convention, and to that effect have appointed their respective pleni- 
potentiaries as follows: , who, after having communicated to 

each other their respective powers, found to be in good and due form, 
have agreed upon the following articles : 
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Article I. The Union of the American Eepublics constituted by the 
signatory States hereby agrees to maintain, under the name of " Pan 
American Union," the institution serving as its agent and having its seat 
in the building of the American Eepublics in the city of Washington. 

Art. II. The purposes of the Pan American Union are as follows : 

(1) To compile and distribute information and reports concerning 
the commercial, industrial, agricultural, and educational conditions of 
the American countries and their general progress. 

(2) To compile and classify information respecting the treaties and 
conventions between the American Eepublics, and between these and 
other States, and respecting their legislation in force. 

(3) To assist in the development of commercial and intellectual rela- 
tions between the American Eepublics, and in their more intimate 
mutual acquaintance. 

(4) To act as a permanent committee of the International American 
Conferences; to keep their records; to assist in obtaining the ratification 
of the resolutions and conventions adopted; to consider or recommend 
topics to be included in the programme of the next conference; to trans- 
mit these to the different Governments of the Union at least six months 
before the date of meeting of the next conference; and to prepare the 
programme and regulations for each succeeding conference. 

(5) To submit to the several Governments, three months before the 
meeting of each conference, a report on the work of the institution since 
the adjournment of the last conference, and also special reports on every 
topic the consideration of which has been referred to it. 

(6) To discharge any other duties that the conferences or the govern- 
ing board may direct. 

Art. III. There shall be at the capital of each of the Eepublics of 
this Union a Pan American Committee, responsible to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, consisting, if possible, of persons who have been dele- 
gates to some International American Conference, their duties being : 

(a) To obtain the approval of the resolutions adopted by these 
conferences. 

(&) To furnish promptly to the Pan American Union all the accurate 
data needed for the preparation of its work. 

(c) To submit on its own initiative any projects that it may deem 
proper to foster the interests of the Union, and to exercise such further 
functions to the same ends as the respective Governments may deem 
proper. 
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Aet. IV. The control of the Pan American Union is vested in the 
governing board, consisting of the diplomatic representatives of all the 
other American Governments accredited to the Government of "Wash- 
ington, and the Secretary of State of the United States, upon whom the 
American Bepublics have conferred the chairmanship of the governing 
board. 

In the absence of the Secretary of State of the United States, the 
meetings of the governing board shall be presided over by one of the 
diplomatic representatives in Washington, then present, by order of 
rank and seniority, and with the title of vice-chairman. 

Any American Government having no diplomatic representative in 
Washington may vest its representation on the governing board in any 
other member of the board, and in this case such representative shall 
have a vote for each country represented. 

The governing board shall hold regular monthly meetings, excepting 
in June, July, and August, and such special meetings as the chairman 
may call, on his own initiative or at the request of two members of the 
board. 

The attendance of five members at any regular or special meeting 
shall be sufficient to permit the board to proceed with the transaction 
of business. 

Art. V. The Director-General of the Pan American Union shall 
submit, at the regular meeting in November, a detailed budget of the 
expenses for the following year. This budget, after approval by the 
governing board, shall be transmitted to the various signatory Govern- 
ments with a statement of the annual quotas which they are to con- 
tribute, in proportion to the population of each country, these quotas 
to be paid by each Government into the treasury of the Pan American 
Union not later than the first of July. 

The governing board shall appoint a committee from among its mem- 
bers, to examine, upon such dates as the board may direct, the accounts 
of the Union, as determined by the regulations. 

Art. VI. The governing board shall appoint : 

A Director- General, who shall have charge of the administration of 
the Pan American Union and the power to promote its efficient develop- 
ment in accordance with the present statutes, the regulations, and reso- 
lutions of the governing board, to which he is responsible. 

An assistant director, who shall also discharge the duties of secretary 
of the board. 
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The other personnel and all matters pertaining thereto shall be deter- 
mined by the regulations. 

The Director-General shall prepare, with the approval of the board, 
the internal regulations of the several departments of the Pan American 
Union. 

Art. VII. The Pan American Union shall publish a monthly Bul- 
letin, devoted to the first three sections of Article II of this convention, 
and any other works that the governing board may direct. In order 
to insure the greatest possible accuracy in these publications, each of the 
signatory States shall transmit directly to the institution two copies 
of all official documents or publications relating to the purposes of the 
Union. 

All correspondence and publications of the Union shall be carried 
free of charge by the mails of the American Republics. 

Art. VIII. The Pan American Union shall be governed by the regu- 
lations prepared by the governing board in accordance with these bases. 

Art. IX. The adherence of the American nations to the foregoing 
convention shall be transmitted to the Secretary of State of the United 
States of America, who in turn shall formally notify each of the signa- 
tory Governments of such ratification. 

In case one of the Governments should desire to denounce the fore- 
going convention, it may do so by formally notifying the Secretary of 
State of the United States of America two years in advance. The 
Secretary of State of the United States of America shall transmit such 
notification to the Governments of the Union and to the governing board. 
Any of the signatory Governments having denounced the foregoing con- 
vention may again become a party thereto in the manner indicated. 

In witness whereof, the aforesaid plenipotentiaries have signed and 
sealed the foregoing convention. 

convention (August 11, 1910). 
(Pecuniary claims.) 

The Fourth International Conference, assembled in Buenos Aires, 
resolves : 

Article 1. The high contracting parties bind themselves to submit 
to arbitration all claims for such pecuniary damages and losses as may be 
presented by their respective citizens and which can not be settled in a 
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friendly manner through the diplomatic channel, provided said claims are 
of sufficient importance to warrant the expenses of arbitration. 

The award shall be rendered in conformity with the principles of 
international law. 

Art. 2. The high contracting parties agree to submit to the decision 
of the permanent arbitration court of The Hague all such controversies 
as may be included in the purposes of this treaty, unless the interested 
parties shall come to an agreement to constitute a special jurisdiction. 

In case the pending question should be submitted to the permanent 
court of The Hague the high contracting parties accept the provisions 
established by the convention relating to the organization of the arbitral 
tribunal, to the procedures to which the same may be subject, and to 
the obligations of complying with the award. 

Art. 3. Should there be an agreement to constitute a special juris- 
diction, the rules in conformity with which the tribunal shall have to 
take cognizance of the questions arising from the claims referred to in 
article 1 of the present treaty, shall be specified in the agreement pro- 
viding the same. 

Art. 4. This treaty shall commence to be in force immediately after 
the 31st of December, 1912, when the convention on pecuniary claims, 
which was signed in Mexico on the 31st of January, 1902, and extended 
by the convention which was signed in Eio de Janeiro on the 12th of 
August, 1906, expires. 

It shall remain in force for an indefinite period with regard to the 
countries which at that date have ratified the same, as well as with 
regard to those which may ratify it subsequently. 

The ratifications shall be forwarded to the Government of the Argen- 
tine Eepublic, which shall communicate the same to the other contract- 
ing parties. 

Art. 5. Any of the countries which ratify the present treaty shall 
have the right to denounce the same on its own account, notifying in 
writing its desire two years in advance. 

This notice shall be forwarded to the Government of the Argentine 
Eepublic and through the latter to the other contracting parties. 

Art. 6. The treaty of Mexico shall continue in force even after the 
31st of December, 1912, in so far as concerns any controversy that may 
have been submitted to arbitration before said date under the stipulations 
of the treaty. 
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RESOLUTION (August 11, 1910). 
(The International American Scientific Congress.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled in Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

To congratulate the Argentine Government for having decreed and the 
Argentine Scientific Society for having organized and carried out with 
such brilliant success the meeting of the International American Scien- 
tific Congress in Buenos Aires, and earnestly hopes that such assemblies 
may be of frequent occurrence in America, and also that in the next 
Pan American Scientific Congress, which is to meet in the city of Wash- 
ington in 1912, the American Eepublics be fully represented in order to 
secure closer relations between and the general diffusion of knowledge 
and science throughout the world. 

RESOLUTION (August 11, 1910). 
(Future conferences.) 
The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

(1) That the governing board of the Union of American Eepublics 
be empowered, within a term of five years, to convoke the meeting of 
the Fifth International American Conference. It is at the same time 
authorized to appoint the city which shall be the place of meeting of 
the conference, to draw up the programme, and to arrange all details 
in conformity with the provisions of the resolution organizing the 
" Union of American Eepublics." If the assembling of the conference 
within the period fixed should not be possible, the governing board of 
the Union may appoint another date. 

(2) It is recommended to the said governing board that one year's 
notice be given of the date and place appointed for the Fifth Conference 
and that the programme for the said conference be communicated not 
less than six months previous to the appointed date. 

RESOLUTION (August 12, 1910) . 
(Steamship communication.) 
The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

(1) That there should be established, as soon as possible, direct com- 
mercial relations among the American nations, always subject to the 
rules and regulations reciprocally issued by the nations directly interested. 
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(2) To recommend to the countries represented in this conference to 
enter into reciprocal conventions for the purpose of establishing direct 
steamship services adequate to the respective wants of trade, and favor- 
ing the construction for said services of steamers of as great capacity 
and speed as may be consistent with commercial economy. 

(3) To recommend that in all cases where any of the countries repre- 
sented in this conference shall establish by its own initiative a steamship 
line or lines for traffic with one or more of said countries, the vessels 
designated to such service shall enjoy, in such ports where they may 
touch, all the privileges granted to ships which fly the flag or flags of 
said port or ports of entry. 

(4) To recommend that henceforth there shall not he granted to any 
railroad company, whether it be private or controlled by the Govern- 
ment, any concession by means of which it is authorized to establish, in 
favor of ships entering in or going out of the ports of the respective 
State, privileges or rebates that are not also granted to vessels employed 
in the direct trade with other States represented in this conference. 

(5) To recommend to the States represented in this conference the 
study of the means and conditions under which there may be established 
among the American Eepublics the reciprocal freedom in the coasting 
trade, and to endeavor to submit said report to the next International 
American Conference. 

(6) To recommend to the countries which at present have contracts 
in force relating to steam communication of an optional character in 
regard to certain ports of other American countries to take steps in 
order to make said communication of an obligatory character in the 
shortest time possible. 

(7) To recommend the establishment of national steamship lines be- 
tween such ports as do not have said service by steamers of American 
register, for the purpose of securing continuous and thorough lines of 
communication from the north to the south, both on the Pacific and on 
the Atlantic coasts, at the same time, governmental action to be taken 
in order that the companies which own the shorter lines may coordinate 
their services in such way as to avoid loss of time and intermissions in 
the transportation of merchandise, mail, and passengers. 

(8) To recommend that in all cases where vessels complete their 
itinerary, making port calls in one direction, proper measures be taken 
to provide sufficient return freight to assure trips in the opposite direction. 

(9) In view of their unquestionable importance as factors which will 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 21 

contribute to facilitate and render permanent favorable conditions for a 
nourishing international commerce, the establishment of banking and 
direct cable services and the adoption of a common system of weights 
and measures is hereby recommended. 

RESOLUTION (August 12, 1910). 

(Coffee Congress.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves that: 

Whereas the resolution of Eio de Janeiro relative to the meeting of 
the Coffee Congress at Sao Paulo is in force, the appointment of the 
date for the convocation of the said Congress shall rest with the Govern- 
ment of Brazil. 

motion (August 17, 1910). 

(Homage to the memory of His Excellency Don Pedro Montt, President of Chile.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled as a token 
of respect to the memory of His Excellency Don Pedro Montt, President 
of Chile, sends, through its chairman, the expression of its condolence 
to the Government and people of Chile, on account of the death of said 
illustrious statesman. 

RESOLUTION (August 18, 1910). 

(Sanitary police.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves : 

I. To recommend to those Governments which have not already done 
so, to adopt the International Sanitary Convention of Washington. 

II. To recommend, likewise, that they adopt the recommendations 
of the Third and Fourth Sanitary Conferences. 

III. To re-write Article IX of the Washington Convention thus: 
That an area shall no longer be considered as infected, official proof 

must be furnished satisfactory to both interested parties: 

First. That there have been no deaths nor new cases of plague or 
cholera for five days after the isolation, death, or cure of the last plague 
or cholera case. In the case of yellow fever the period shall be eighteen 
days, but the Governments may reserve the right to extend this period 
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against those countries where methods of isolation, disinfection, and 
destruction of mosquitoes are not practiced. 

Second. That all the measures of disinfection have been applied; in 
the case of plague, that the precautions against rats have been observed, 
and in the case of yellow fever, that the measures against mosquitoes 
have been put in operation. 

IV. To request all the Eepublics to be represented in the next Sani- 
tary Conference which shall take place in Santiago, Chile. 

RESOLUTION (August 18, 1910). 
(Interchange of professors and students.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves : 

I. 

To recommend to the Governments of America, with regard to such 
universities over which they exercise control to recommend such univer- 
sities as are recognized by said Governments to establish an interchange 
of professors upon the following bases: 

(1) The aforesaid universities shall provide facilities in order that 
the visiting professors may give courses or lectures therein. 

(2) The courses of study or lectures shall mainly treat of scientific 
subjects of American interest or relating to the conditions of some one 
of the American countries, and specially of that from whence the pro- 
fessor comes. 

(3) Every year the universities shall communicate to those with which 
they wish to establish an interchange the subjects which their professors 
can teach and those they would prefer to be taught in their own classes. 

(4) The remuneration of the professor shall be paid by the university 
which has selected him unless his services are expressly requested, in 
which case his salary shall be paid by the university which has solicited 
his services. 

(5) The universities, out of their own funds, should they have such 
available, or upon obtaining them from the respective Governments, shall 
fix the annual amounts to be applied to the payment of such expenses 
as the compliance of the present resolution may require. 

(6) It would be desirable that the universities of America assemble 
themselves in a congress in order to secure university extension and 
other means of American intellectual cooperation. 
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II. 

Furthermore, the Fourth International American Conference con- 
siders it very useful, in order to strengthen the solidarity among all the 
States of this continent, that there should be an interchange of students 
between American universities, and to that end, 

resolves — 

(1) To recommend that the universities of America create scholar- 
ships in favor of the students of other countries of the same continent 
with or without reciprocity, taking either directly or acting through the 
Governments on which they depend the necessary measures to carry 
out this resolution. 

(2) Each university that has established such scholarships shall ap- 
point a commission charged with the care and assistance of the students 
who receive such help from the Government, to direct them in their 
studies and take all the necessary measures in order that they may faith- 
fully fulfill their duties. 

(3) "Whenever a foreign student is enrolled in a university, the latter 
shall register his name in the proper course of studies in accordance 
with the curriculum and the ordinary rules and regulations. 

convention (August 20, 1910). 
(Patents of invention and industrial drawings and models.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

Article I. The signatory nations adopt this convention for the pro- 
tection of patents of invention and industrial drawings and models. 

Art. II. Any person of any of the signatory States shall enjoy, in 
each of the other States, all the advantages granted by the laws relating 
to patents of invention and industrial drawings and models. Conse- 
quently he shall have the same protection and legal recourses against 
any infringement against his rights. This article to be without preju- 
dice to the fulfillment of such formalities and conditions as are imposed 
by the provisions of the interior legislation of each State. 

Art. III. Every person who has duly filed an application for a patent 
of invention or an industrial drawing or model in one of the contracting 
States shall enjoy the right of ownership for a period of twelve months 
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in the case of patents of invention and of four months in the case of 
industrial drawings or models, in order that the filing may be made in 
the other States. This article to be without prejudice to the rights of 
a third party. 

In consequence, the subsequent filing in any of the signatory States 
before the expiration of the periods specified, shall not be annulled by 
any acts which may occur in the interval, either especially by means of 
another filing, by the publication or exploitation of the invention, or by 
the sale of samples of the drawings or models. 

Aet. IV. Whenever, in the period or term fixed, a person has filed in 
several States applications for patents for one and the same invention, 
the rights resulting from the patents thus applied for shall be independ- 
ent of each other. They shall also be independent of the rights derived 
from such patents as may have been acquired for the same invention in 
countries not being a party to this convention. 

Art. V. Such questions as may arise concerning the priority of 
patents of invention shall be decided, taking into consideration the date 
of the application of the respective patents in the countries where they 
were granted. 

Art. VI. The following shall be considered as an invention : A new 
method of manufacturing industrial products; a new machine or me- 
chanical or manual apparatus which may serve to manufacture said 
products; the discovery of a new industrial product; the application of 
known means for the purpose of obtaining better results; and every new, 
original, and ornamental design for an article of manufacture. 

The foregoing provision shall be understood without prejudice to the 
laws of each individual country. 

Art. VII. Any of the signatory States may refuse to recognize the 
patents for any of the following reasons: 

(a) Because the inventions or discoveries have been published in 
any country before the date of the invention claimed by the applicant. 

(6) Because they have been registered, published or described in any 
country one year previous to the date of the application in the country 
in which the patent has been applied for. 

(c) Because it has been in public use or for sale in the country in 
which the patent has been applied for one year previous to the date of 
said application. 

(d) Because the inventions or discoveries may be in some manner 
contrary to the morals or to the laws of the country. 
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Aet. VIII. The property of a patent of invention includes the right 
of enjoying the benefits of the same and the right of ceding or trans- 
ferring it in accordance with the laws of the country. 

Art. IX. Any person incurring civil or criminal responsibilities owing 
to injury or damage to the rights of inventors shall be prosecuted and 
punished in conformity with the laws of the country where the crime has 
been committed or the damage caused. 

Art. X. The certified copies of patents of invention in the country 
of origin in accordance with the laws of the nation, shall be given entire 
faith and credit as a proof of the right of priority, without prejudice 
to the provisions contained in Article VII. 

Art. XL Treaties on patents of invention, industrial drawings or 
models entered into previously between the signatory countries of the 
present convention, shall be substituted by the latter as soon as it shall 
be ratified in so far as it concerns the relations between the signatory 
States. 

Art. XII. The adherence of the American nations to the present con- 
vention shall be addressed to the Government of the Argentine Republic, 
in order that the latter may communicate the same to the other States. 
These communications shall have the effect of an exchange. 

Art. XIII. The signatory nation who may deem it convenient to with- 
draw from this convention shall notify the Government of the Argentine 
Republic, and one year after the receipt of said communication this con- 
vention shall cease to be in force in so far as it concerns the nation that 
has denounced it. 

resolution (August 20, 1910). 

( Consular documents. ) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

I. To recommend to the countries which require the general manifest 
of entry, to omit the consular certificate of said manifest. 

II. To recommend to the countries which have adopted the consular 
manifest of shipment, the adoption of the accompanying model of mani- 
fest. (See attached forms.) 

III. To recommend to the countries which may adopt the attached 
form of consular invoice, not to require the consular certification of the 
bill of lading. 
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IV. To recommend the use of the attached consular invoice. The 
latter shall bear on the reverse the spaces intended for the declarations 
of the seller, manufacturer, or agent, and of the consular certificate, the 
wording of which shall be made in conformity with the legal provisions 
of each country. 

V. To recommend to such countries as may adopt the model of invoice 
presented, not to demand the certificate of origin, the statements of which 
are contained in said invoice model. 

VI. That the consular fees shall be moderate and shall not constitute 
an indirect way of increasing the income derived from custom-house 
duties, and it is hereby declared that it is beneficial to the interests of 
the international commerce of the Western Hemisphere to reduce these 
duties as much as possible, whatever may be the form adopted for the 
collection of same, so that they may not exceed the amount necessary to 
cover the expenses caused by the consular service. 

VII. To recommend to the governments of the countries represented 
at this conference to send instructions to their consulates, requesting 
that they keep their offices open in order that the consular documents 
may be viseed during the same hours in which the custom-houses of the 
countries where they are accredited transact business, and to recommend 
to the governments to insist upon the compliance with the foregoing 
instructions. 



CONSULAR INVOICE (August 20, 1910) . 



Date- 



Invoice of , shipped by , of , to , of , the trans- 
portation of which shall be made by . 



Packages. 


Descrip- 
tion of mer- 
chandise. 


Weights, 
gross net.a 


Prices, 
per 

totals, 
unit. 


Place of 
origin of 
the mer- 
chandise. 




Marks. 


Number. 


Quantity. 


Cases. 


remarks. 





















a This column may be omitted by countries which used to require it in the consular manifest. 



(Signature of the seller, manufacturer, or authorized agent.) 
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On the reverse shall appear the following signatures: 
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Declaration : 


Consular certificate. 




The consul of 















CONSULAR MANIFEST. 



Manifest for the cargo of the (class, flag, and name of the vessel), 
Captain , of tonnage, and members of crews, includ- 
ing the captain, making the voyage from to (port of 

destination), consigned to . 



Marks. 



Number. 



Quantity. 



Descrip- 
tion of 
contents. 



Weights of 
volumes. 



Shipper. 



Consignee 

(It should 

be stated if 

the bill of 

lading is 

sent by 

order.) 



Total of 
packages 
to each 

con- 
signee. 



I Mr. , captain of the said vessel, hereby declare that 

I have not shipped any other cargo on board this vessel than as above 
stated, with the exceptions of the provisions of the vessel, and that during 
my voyage I shall make such other declaration in writing as should 
be added to those made in this manifest, on account of lack of volume as 
well as of an increase of the same, in order to deliver it, together with 
the said manifest and the corresponding bill of lading, to the first custom- 
house officer that may come on board of the vessel under my command 
at the port of destination. 

The consul of (place and date) certifies that this manifest, in con- 
formity with bills of lading and certificates of consign- 
ment, is legalized by all the declarations required by the custom-house 
regulations of , with corrections, erasures, or interlineations. 

In testimony whereof I sign these presents and affix the seal of the 
consulate. 

[seal.] • 

(Place and date.) (Signature of consul.) 
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resolution (August 20, 1910). 
( Custom-house regulation. ) 
The Fourth International American Conference, assembled at Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

I. That in case any packages destined to another port, either national 
or foreign, have been landed in a certain port, the same shall be per- 
mitted to be reembarked without the imposition of any fine, provided 
it shall be shown in an authentic manner that its true destination was 
another port. 

II. That in order to facilitate the prompt dispatch of vessels instruc- 
tions should be issued authorizing the custom-house officer to authorize, 
before the arrival of the ship, upon the request of the interested party 
and in conformity with the proper regulations, the preparation of cargoes 
for shipment. 

III. That the respective Governments shall establish regulations: 
(1) Permitting the operations of loading and unloading of merchandise 
during the night in all such eases as may be allowable in the opinion 
of the proper authorities; and (2) authorizing the same operations and 
the simultaneous operations of loading and unloading on the same vessel 
on holidays, including Sundays, with the exception of national holidays. 

IV. That means shall be provided for the transit of the merchandise 
of international commerce through the territory of the several countries, 
simplifying as much as possible such documents as may be required to 
carry out this operation without prejudice to all such measures as may 
be necessary to prevent fraud. 

That the merchandise in transit through the means of communication 
of any country is not subject to any tax and shall only pay for such 
services as are rendered for the proper installation of the ports or of the 
roads traversed and of the vigilance service at the same rates as said 
services are paid for on the merchandise for local consumption of the 
country through whose jurisdiction the transit is made. It shall be 
understod that this exemption of duties shall only apply in those cases 
in which it may be consistent with special circumstances, the resources 
and economical conditions of the country through which the transit is 
made. 

V. That the custom-houses of the American countries, in case of con- 
sultation or the sending of a sample of any article of importation, shall 
indicate the classification assigned to it in the custom-house tariff and 
the duties to which consequently it is subject. 
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resolution (August 20, 1910). 
(Section of commerce, custom-house and statistics.) 
The Fourth International American Conference, assembled in Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

I. To request the governing board of the Pan American Union to 
establish the section of commerce, custom-house and statistics which was 
also recommended by the International Conference of Eio de Janeiro. 
This section shall send an expert in custom-house matters to the several 
American countries, for the purpose of securing and getting together 
the laws, custom-house and consular regulations, and to publish them 
in a compilation which shall permit to easily make a comparative study 
of the provisions contained therein, and shall serve as a book of reference 
in all questions relating to international commerce. 

II. That the governing board of the Pan American Union shall send 
to the Governments of the nations represented in this conference, one 
year before the date in which the next conference shall take place, a 
report on the following subjects: 

(1) Imposts to which navigation in the ports of American countries 
is subject. 

(2) Documents which shall accompany the applications filed at the 
custom-houses for the proper dispatch of merchandise; the form and 
requisites of these applications and the possibility of adopting a uniform 
model. 

(3) The systems of appraisement of merchandise, for the payment of 
custom-house duties and the preparation of commercial statistics in 
America, as well as the advantages and drawbacks of the different 
systems. 

(4) Organization of the custom-house officers and procedure. 

(5) Other measures the adoption of which might be recommended 
for the purpose of rendering uniform the custom-house and consular 
administration of the American Eepublics. 

III. To recommend to the Bureau of the American Eepublics the 
preparation of a vocabulary of the different expressions and synonyms 
employed in the countries of America to designate the same articles and 
products, with their equivalents in English, French, and Portuguese. 
In this compilation shall be indicated — in such manner as the Pan 
American Union may deem most convenient — the custom-house duties 
to which said articles are subject in the several Eepublics of the Western 
Hemisphere, as well as such classification as has been given them in the 
appraisement tariff. 
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In order to make this compilation, it is hereby recommended that the 
Pan American Commission of each Eepublic shall prepare and send to 
the Pan American Union the list of articles the designation of which 
in the respective country has a special meaning or was not generally used 
in America, together with the equivalent in Spanish, whenever there is 
one, stating, also, any other data that should be added. The section of 
custom-house, commerce, and statistics of the Union shall, in view of 
these data, coordinate the aforesaid nomenclature. 

resolution (August 20, 1910). 
(Commercial statistics.) 
The Fourth International American Conference, assembled in Buenos 
Aires, resolves : 

That the section of commerce, custom-house, and statistics managed 
or advised by experts in the matter shall proceed to realize the following 
undertakings : 

1. To compile and put in order all such data and antecedents as may 
be necessary to acquire a perfect knowledge and make the proper study 
of the procedure followed in the American Eepublics in the preparation 
of their statistics of foreign trade, both general and special, namely: 
The classifications, grouping, definitions, and nomenclature used in said 
countries; the procedure adopted in order to fix the values of the im- 
ports and exports, to determine the country of origin of the merchandise 
and the places they come from, as well as the destination of the exports ; 
the monetary equivalents and all such details as might contribute to 
obtain the desired results. 

2. In view of the data and antecedents referred to in the foregoing 
clause, to prepare a comparative report of the statistics of the American 
Eepublics, calling attention to the principal differences between the 
methods and processes employed in them. 

3. To prepare a project of bases which shall be submitted to the con- 
sideration of the respective Governments in order that they may examine 
and give, in due time, such instructions as they may deem advisable to 
their delegates to the Fifth Pan American Conference, or to a special 
Congress that may be assembled to that effect, it it should be necessary 
to postpone the conference, or if the Governing Board of the Pan Ameri- 
can Union should recommend the holding of a special conference, in view 
of the technical character of the custom-house and statistical subjects, 
and as soon as the study and reports entrusted to the section of com- 
merce, custom-house, and statistics are completed. 
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The project of bases which shall be submitted by the section of com- 
merce, custom-house, and statistics shall deal with the following 
questions : 

(a) Uniform processes for fixing the values of the international trade 
in order that the statistics may be efficiently compared and serve as a 
base of such agreements or conventions as said governments may enter 
into concerning trade or navigation. 

(&) Identical or similar classifications and grouping of merchandise 
imported or exported, to the same purpose as is set forth in the foregoing 
paragraph. 

(c) The adoption of the same method in order to determine the origin 
and place where the imports come from, as well as of the destination of 
the exports. 

(d) The use of the same commercial nomenclature in so far as the 
diversity of the languages and of the products will permit. 

(e) The adoption of identical usual meanings of the terms most 
frequently applied in commercial statistics. 

(/) The strict compliance with the decimal metric system, in order 
to secure as much uniformity as possible in everything relating to weights 
and measures. 

resolution (August 20, 1910). 
(Census.) 
The Fourth International American Conference, assembled in Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

To recommend to the Governments of the American States: 

(1) Taking the census of population every ten years, taking into con- 
sideration the latest scientific methods and technical processes. 

(2) That a census of population be taken in all the American States 
in 1920 and if possible on the same month, said work to be recommended 
in advance by the Pan American Union in Washington. 

(3) To recommend also to the countries of the Pan American Union, 
that in the aforesaid date to proceed to take a general industrial census 
and such other census as science and experience may suggest. 

convention (August 20, 1910). 
(Trade and commercial marks.) 

Article I. The signatory nations adopt this convention for the pro- 
tection of trade and commercial marks and commercial names. 
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Art. II. Every trade-mark duly registered in any of the signatory 
States shall be considered as registered also in the other countries of the 
Union, without prejudice to the rights of a third party and of the pro- 
visions of the laws of each nation. 

In order to enjoy this privilege the manufacturer or merchant inter- 
ested in the registration of the trade-mark shall contribute pay, in addi- 
tion to the fees or emoluments fixed in the law of each nation, the sum 
of $50, once only, which sum shall be applied to cover the expenses of 
the international registration of the respective office. 

Art. III. The deposit of a trade or commercial mark in one of the 
signatory States gives to the depositor the right of priority during a 
period of six months to enable him to make the deposit in other States- 

Consequently, the deposit subsequently made and before the expira- 
tion of said term shall not be annulled by acts executed in the interval, 
especially by another deposit, the publication, or the use of the trade- 
mark. 

Art. IV. The following shall be considered as a trade or commercial 
mark : Every sign, emblem, or especial name that merchants or manu- 
facturers may adopt or apply to their articles or products in order to 
distinguish them from those of other manufacturers or merchants who 
make or deal in articles of the same kind. 

Art. V. The following shall not be adopted or used as trade or com- 
mercial marks : National, provincial, or municipal flags or coats of arms ; 
immoral or scandalous figures; the characteristics that may have been 
already obtained by others or that are liable to confusion with other 
marks; the general names of articles; the pictures or names of persons 
without their consent ; and any drawing that has been adopted as an em- 
blem by any fraternal or humanitarian association. 

The above provision shall be understood without prejudice to the 
provisions of the laws of each country. 

Art. VI. Such questions as may arise about the priority of the deposit 
or adoption of a trade or commercial mark shall be decided, taking into 
consideration the date of the deposit in the country where the first ap- 
plication was made. 

Art. VII. The ownership of a trade or commercial mark includes the 
right to enjoy the privilege of the same and the right also of ceding its 
total or partial ownership or use in conformity with the law of each 
country. 

Art. VIII. The counterfeiting, imitation, or improper use of commer- 
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cial or trade marks, as well as the false representation of the origin of 
the product, shall be prosecuted by the interested party, in accordance 
with the laws of the State in whose territory the crime has been 
committed. 

For the purposes of this article the following shall be considered as 
interested parties: Any producer, manufacturer, or merchant engaged 
in the production, manufacture, or trade of said product, or, in case of 
a false representation of the origin of the product, the person established 
in the locality falsely represented as the origin or in the region in which 
said locality may be situated. 

Art. IX. Any person of one of the signatory States shall have the 
right to apply for and obtain, in any of the other States, before the 
proper judicial authority, the annulment of the registration of a trade 
or commercial mark when he has applied for the registration of said 
mark or of any other that is liable to be confused in said State with the 
one the annulment of which is sought, by proving : 

(a) That the mark the registration of which is applied for has been 
employed or used within the country before the employment or use of 
the mark registered by the registrator or by the one or ones from whom 
he obtained it. 

(&) That the registrator of the mark the annulment of which is sought 
had knowledge of the ownership, employment, or use of the mark of the 
applicant in any of the signatory States before the employment or use 
of the mark registered by the registrator or by the one or ones from 
whom he obtained it. 

(c) That the registrator had no right to the ownership, use, or employ- 
ment of the mark registered on the date of its deposit. 

(d) That the mark registered had not been used or employed by the 
registrator or his successor within the term fixed by the laws of the State 
wherein the registration was made. 

Art. X. The commercial names shall be protected in all the States 
of the Union without obligation of deposit or registration whether they 
constitute or not a part of a trade or commercial mark. 

Art. XL For the purposes set forth in the present treaty a union of 
the American nations is hereby constituted which shall act, through the 
medium of two established offices, one in the city of Havana and the 
other in Eio de Janeiro, and which shall be in complete co-relation with 
each other. 

Art. XII. The international offices shall have the following functions : 
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(1) To keep a record of the certificates of ownership of trade and com- 
mercial marks issued by any of the signatory States. 

(2) To gather as much information and data as may have relation 
with the protection of intellectual and industrial ownership, and to pub- 
lish and circulate the work in the Nations of the Union as well as to 
supply any special information they may need on the matter. 

(3) To foster the study and diffusion of questions relating to the 
protection of the intellectual and industrial ownership, publishing to that 
effect one or more official reviews, in which there shall be published, in 
its entirety or as a resume, such documents as the authorities of the 
signatory States send to the office. 

The governments of said States bind themselves to send to the inter- 
national American offices the official publications containing declarations 
of registration of trade-mark, commercial names, and the granting of 
patents, of privileges, as well as the decisions of annulment of trade- 
marks or patents of inventions issued by their respective courts. 

(4) To communicate to the governments of the States of the Union 
any difficulties or obstacles opposed to or causing delay to the efficient 
compliance with this convention. 

(5) To contribute, together with the governments of the signatory 
States, to the preparation of international conferences in order to study 
laws relating to industrial ownership as well as such reforms as may be 
convenient to introduce the regime of the Union or in the treaties in 
force concerning the protection of the former. The directors of the 
offices shall have the right to attend the sessions of the conferences where 
they shall have the right to speak but not to vote. 

(6) To submit to the Governments of Cuba and the United States 
of Brazil annual statements of the work done, forwarding the same also 
to the governments of all the other States of the Union. 

(7) To initiate and maintain relations with similar offices and with 
scientific and industrial societies or institutions in order to secure the 
exchange of publications, reports, and data that may contribute to the 
progress of the right of industrial property. 

(8) To investigate the cases in which trade or commercial marks, 
industrial drawings, or models have not been recognized or registered, 
in accordance with this convention, by the authorities of any of the 
States of the Union, communicating the facts in the case and stating 
the reasons presented, to the Government of the country of origin and 
to the interested parties. 
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(9) To cooperate as agents of the Governments of the signatory 
nations before the respective authorities, in order to obtain the best result 
in any steps that may be taken to promote or carry out the ends of this 
convention 

Aet. XIII. The office established in the city of Havana shall have 
charge of the registers of the trade and commercial marks from the 
United States of America, Mexico, Cuba, Haiti, the Dominican Eepublic, 
El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Eica, Guatemala, and Panama. 

The office established in the city of Eio de Janeiro shall have charge 
of the registers of the trade and commercial marks from Brazil, Uruguay, 
Argentina, Paraguay, Bolivia, Chile, Peru, Ecuador, Venezuela, and 
Colombia. 

Art. XIV. Both international offices shall be considered as one office 
and for the purposes of the unification of the registers, it is hereby 
resolved : 

(a) That both offices keep the same books and the same accounts under 
an identical system. 

(5) That every week there shall be reciprocally sent copies of all the 
applications, registrations, communications, and any other documents 
relating to the acknowledgment of the rights of the owners. 

Aet. XV. The international offices shall be governed by the same 
rules and regulations drafted by agreement of the Governments of the 
Eepublics of Cuba and the United States of Brazil, and approved by all 
the other signatory States. 

The estimates of expenses shall be approved by the aforesaid Govern- 
ments and paid by all the signatory States in an equal proportion to 
that established for the International Bureau of the American Eepublics 
in Washington, and to that effect said offices shall be under the control 
of the Governments in whose countries they are established. 

The international offices may adopt such interior rules and regulations 
as they may deem advisable for compliance with the stipulations of this 
convention, provided they are not incompatible with the terms of said 
convention. 

Aet. XVI. The Governments of the Eepublics of Cuba and of the 
United States of Brazil shall proceed to organize the offices of the Inter- 
national Union in accordance with what has been stipulated, as soon 
as this convention shall have been ratified by two-thirds, at least, of the 
nations pertaining to each group. 
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The simultaneous establishment of both offices shall not be necessary, 
and a single one may be installed provided there is the specified number 
of signatory nations. 

Art. XVII. The treaties on trade and commercial marks entered into 
formerly among the signatory States shall be substituted by this conven- 
tion from the date of its ratification in regard to the relations among 
said States. 

Art. XVIII. The ratifications or adherences of the American nations 
to this convention shall be communicated to the Government of the 
Argentine Republic, who shall make them known to the other States of 
the Union. Said communications shall be considered as an exchange. 

Art. XIX. Any State that may deem it convenient to separate from 
this convention shall make known its desires to the Government of the 
Argentine Eepublic, and the latter shall communicate the fact to the 
other States of the Union, and a year after having received the respective 
communication this convention shall cease to be in force in so far as it 
concerns the State which has denounced it. 

resolution (August 20, 1910). 
(National bibliographical offices.) 

The Fourth International American Conference, assembled in Buenos 
Aires, resolves: 

To recommend the establishment of national bibliographical offices 
in the American countries where they do not as yet exist on the same 
basis as those recently created in the Argentine Eepublic, Chile, and 
Peru. 

motion (August 20, 1910). 

(The Pan American Railroad.) 

The Fourth International American Congress urges the American 
Governments to prosecute and accelerate the works of the Pan American 
Railroad upon a fixed and determined plan. 

motion (August 20, 1910). 

(Message to Mr. Elihu Root.) 

The Fourth International American Conference sends to Your Excel- 
lency a vote of high esteem and everlasting remembrance. 



